
GRADE 3
READING AND WRITING GOALS

  

WHEN SPEAKING, I CAN...
-Refer to information from illustrations such as maps or pictures as well as the words in a text to support answers
-Learn the rules of spoken and written English
-Learn and use new words, including words related to specific subjects (such as science words)
-Participate in class discussions by listening, asking questions, sharing ideas and building on the ideas of others
-Give a class presentation on a topic or tell a story using relevant facts and details, and speaking clearly

WHEN READING, I CAN....
-Read a wide range of stories and describe how a story teaches a lesson
-Describe characters in a story and how their actions contributed to events
-Read texts about history, social studies or science and answer questions about what they learned
-Gather information from books, articles and online sources to build understanding of a topic

DURING WRITING, I CAN....
-Write stories with dialogue and descriptions of characters’ actions, thoughts and feelings
-Write research or opinion papers over extended periods of time
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GRADE 3 
MATH GOALS

  

WHEN USING SHAPES AND MEASURING, I CAN....
-Recognize the characteristics of shapes (such as squares, rectangles, pentagons and hexagons)and be
able to name and classify them
-Find the area of shapes and relate area to multiplication (for example, why is the number of square feet
for a 9-foot by 7-foot room found by multiplying 9 x 7?)
-Measure and estimate weights and liquid volumes, and solve word problems involving these quantities
-Tell time and measure time intervals in minutes

WHEN DOING MULTIPLICATION AND DIVISION, I CAN....
-Understand and explain what it means to multiply or divide numbers
-Multiply all one-digit numbers from memory (knowing their times table)
-Begin to multiply numbers with more than one digit (such as multiplying 9 x 80)
-Solve two-step “word problems” using addition, subtraction, multiplication and division

WHEN USING FRACTIONS, I CAN....
-Understand fractions as numbers (such as recognizing that 3/1 and 3 are the same number) and
identify a fraction as a number on a number line
-Compare the size of two fractions
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GRADE 3

SCIENCE GOALS

  

WHEN UNDERSTANDING ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS, I CAN....
-Understand that energy comes in many forms such as light, heat, sound, magnetic, chemical
and electrical

WHEN INVESTIGATING LIFE CYCLES, I CAN....
-Understand that living things – animals, plants – develop differently over time
-Understand that living things have different needs at different points in their lifetimes, such as when
they’regrowing or reproducing
-Compare fossils to each other or to living organisms to learn about prehistoric environments and
differences with organisms today
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WHEN INVESTIGATING OBJECTS IN THE SKY, I CAN....
-Learn that Earth is part of the solar system, which includes the sun, moon and other bodies that
orbit the sun in predictable patterns



GRADE 3
SOCIAL STUDIES GOALS

  

WHEN USING FACTUAL HISTORICAL SOURCES, I CAN....
-Compare factual historical sources with works of fiction about the same topic
-Use a variety of historical sources including artifacts, pictures and documents to help define factual
historical evidence
Learn how different groups of people have lived together and interacted in the past

WHEN USING MAPS, I CAN
-Understand how people and events bring important changes to a community or region (such as how
mining affects the mountains)
-Know how to use a map to find continents, oceans, mountains and states
-Understand how regions in the world differ by geography and by the people who live in them
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WHEN UNDERSTANDING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT, I CAN....
-Describe the differences between producers and consumers in a community, and explain how goods
and services are exchanged
-Create a plan for a short-term financial goal (such as buying a book)
-Understand citizens have rights and responsibilities
-Identify the elements of civil discourse, such as listening with respect for understanding and speaking in
a respectful manner
-Identify the origins, structure and functions of the local government



GRADE 3
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD?

  

READING AND WRITING
-Make reading for fun a part of your child’s daily routine. Provide time and space for them to read without distractions
like TV
-Encourage your child to find a picture from a newspaper or magazine, cut it out and write a story about it
-Start a family vocabulary box. Write down new words they discover, add them to the box and use the words in
conversation
-Start a family book club. Let different members of the family pick the book and experience the joy of reading together
-Be sure your child has a library card
-Children should select books they are interested in to develop a passion for reading. Ask your child what topics, events
or activities or she likes, then help them find materials about these topics. Ask your child’s teacher or a librarian for
suggestions

MATH
-Look for word problems in real life. Notice those times when you are using multiplication and divison and
involve your child
-Play math games with your child. For example, “I’m thinking of two numbers whose product is between 20
and 30. How many pairs can you think of that would satisfy this problem?”
-Encourage your child to write or describe numbers in different ways. For example, what are some different
ways to make 1,450? 1,450 = 1 thousand, 4 hundreds, 5 tens and 0 ones
-Use everyday objects to allow your child to explore the concept of fractions. For example, use measuring
cups to have your child demonstrate how many 1/3 cups are in a whole, how many �⁄� cups you need to make
��⁄� cups and how many times you have to refill a �⁄� cup measuring cup to make ��⁄� cups
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